MEETING MINUTES
Merced de Santo Tomas Apóstol del Rio de Las Trampas
Board of Trustees Monthly Meeting, Escuelita in Las Trampas, July 10, 2025
	
Present:  Board: Alex Lopez, Arnold Lopez, Sam Lopez, Ruby Lopez and Pat Aguilar;  Members:  Virgil Vigil.
Purpose of the Meeting:  to approve LGBMS Q4 Resolution, approve final budget and final budget resolution, discuss tier level of annual audit and approve auditor’s proposal/quote, discuss Las Trampas Land Grant Memo to Festival Committee and their response and approve new land grant members.
Meeting called to order by Alex Lopez at 9:57 a.m.  Five Board members present constitutes a Full Quorum. 
Key Actions:  Reviewed the posted agenda.  Motion by Pat, seconded by Sam, that the posted agenda be approved.  Motion passed unanimously.
Reviewed and discussed the draft minutes of our June12, 2025 meeting.  Motion by Sam, seconded by Arnold, that the draft minutes be approved.  Motion passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report:
Current Checking Balance:  $269,269.67;  Last month’s balance was $320,849.17;  the difference of $51,579.50 reflects a deposit of $420.00 ($180 member dues plus $240.00 member dues).  Total expenses were $51,999.50   ($51,600.00 for the skid steer/grapple, $296.38 paid on the VISA Card for the hydraulic motor for the wood processor, and $103.12 for a receipt book and for stamps).  $51,999.50 - $420.00 = $51,579.50.
Current Savings Balance: $332.31;  Last month’s balance was $332.24.  The difference of $0.07 reflects the addition of dividends from the credit union; 
Visa Card Balance: $0.00.
Motion by Pat, seconded by Arnold, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.
Arnold stated that the LGBMS Q4 Report is due July 31.  He presented a copy of Resolution No. 2025-10, FY 2025 Final Quarter Financial Report.  After review, motion by Pat, seconded by Sam, to approve Resolution No. 2025-10.   Motion passed unanimously.  The Resolution was signed by the President and the Secretary and handed to Arnold to submit as required.
Arnold led a discussion on our final budget for FY 2026 with a handout.  Some adjustments were made.  Motion by Sam, seconded by Ruby, that the final budget for FY 2026 be approved as revised.  Motion passed unanimously.
Arnold presented a copy of Resolution No. 2026-1, FY 2026 Final Budget Adoption.  After review, motion by Pat, seconded by Sam, to approve Resolution No. 2026-1.  Motion passed unanimously.  The Resolution was signed by the President and the Secretary and provided to Arnold for required submission.
Arnold stated that we are now required to complete a Tier 5 audit due to our annual income of $153,696.  ($133,696 income plus $20,000 Capital Outlay).  He presented and recommended a quote for $5,381.25 for the annual audit.  After some discussion, motion by Pat, seconded by Sam, to approve this quote and authorize Arnold to obtain the required signatures and to move forward with the audit.  Motion passed unanimously.
Sam read a letter received from the Las Trampas Harvest Festival organization in response to our letter which Alex had prepared and mailed to them.  Their letter requested approval to hold the Festival on the Land Grant’s parking lot as they have for many years and they stated that they accept full liability.  After some discussion, it was the concurrence of the Board to respond to them that their request to hold the Festival is approved and that we accept their statement to accept liability.  Alex stated that he would write and mail the letter and include that their charge per table should be voluntary.
Sam presented two membership application forms for approval, Florence Cordova and George Romero. Motion by Pat, seconded by Arnold, that the 2 applications be approved for membership.  Motion passed unanimously.
Arnold stated that he received a text from Max Suazo, the person that has been delivering logs from the Forest Service.  Max stated that he had 35 more loads for us that will be delivered to Arnold’s.  Arnold shared that the Forest Service has 70 more loads for us.  Arnold has a meeting with the Forest Service and will ask them to bring all 70 loads.
Sam asked whether we should have a deadline for members to pay their annual dues.  The consensus was that we should not since members will know they need to renew to remain in Good Standing and in the future, they’ll owe for each year they haven’t paid in order to be in Good Standing.    
Alex mentioned that he removed all the left over split wood pieces (palitos) to his property and will make it available to anyone interested from there.   He expects to give away the burnt logs in the near future.
Motion by Pat, seconded by Sam, that meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:23 a.m.
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